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About the FCE UoM 

The University of Montenegro (UoM) i s  the oldest and the largest HE, scientific and 

artistic institution in Montenegro. Important points of note about the UoM: 

- founded in 1974; 

- only public/state university in Montenegro; 

- comprehensive university, covering engineering, natural sciences, medicine, social 

sciences, humanities and arts; 

- integrated university, consisted of 19 faculties + 2 institutes in Podgorica and other 
Montenegrin towns; 

- over 20,000 s tudents (>70% student population of Montenegro); 

- around 1,200 s taff (75% academic + 25% administration and technical staff); 

- member of the European Universities Association (EUA). 

 

The Faculty of Civil Engineering (FCE), a unit of the UoM, is the only civil  engineering HE 

institution in Montenegro. The following are some key features: 

- founded in 1980; 

- over 600 s tudents; 

- 50 s taff (76% academic + 24% administration and technical staff); 

- l i censed scientific research institution, registered by the Montenegrin Ministry of Science; 

- s trong connections with civil engineering industry and deep involvement in practice 

through participation in numerous engineering projects  with i ts  human, laboratory and 

equipment resources , dealing particularly with complicated, complex and challenging 

engineering issues; 

- activi ties  in numerous  programmes of international cooperation and exchange (COST, 

Erasmus+, CEEPUS, ex TEMPUS, IPA etc.). 
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COST ACTION TU1207    -   Next Generation Design Guidelines for  
   Composites in Construction 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/TU1207/#tabs|Name:overv iew 

Description:     Construction is rapidly becoming the leading outlet for FRP composi tes. 
Al though the use of composite materials in construction s tarted in the 1980s , civil  engineers 
only recently started gaining confidence in this technology for use in primary s tructural 
applications. Despi te the considerable technological developments in this  field, there are still 

key scientifi c and logistical issues that need to be addressed for the widespread acceptance in 
construction. For example, existing design recommendations are largely based on work carried 

out more than fifteen years ago on first generation reinforcing products and their conservativeness 
i s  hindering the development of innovative and more efficient products and design solutions. 
This Action aims to: coordinate European research in the field; develop and maintain a cri tical 
mass  of researchers; offer a  link between academia and industry; and develop a  new 
generation of design guidelines based on European Standards. This will facilitate the adoption 

of European products  not only in Europe but also internationally and help Europe stay one step 
ahead of International competitors. 

Action Chair: dr Maurizio Guadagnini (The University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom) 
  

Participating countries: Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Montenegro, 

Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Marina Rakočević (FCE UoM), MC member 

    dr Jelena Pejović (FCE UoM), MC member 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  

     -  participation in MC & WG meetings;  
     -  participation in Training school in Ghent, Belgium (January 2017) – Reinforcing and  

        Strengthening of Structures with FRP Reinforcement; 
     -  participation in the End of Action Conference, 2017 – paper publication (Marina Rakočević   

        „Numerical examples for calculation of laminated composite plates with delamination“) 
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COST ACTION TU1402    -   Quantifying the Value of  
   Structural Health Monitoring (SHM) 
    https://www.cost.eu/act ions/TU1402     https://www.cost-tu1402.eu/ 

Description: The main objective of the Action has been to facilitate sustainable societal 
developments through improvements of resource efficiency, productivi ty, robustness, reliability 
and safety in the design and assets  management for s tructures and infras tructure sys tems by 
optimised Structural Health Monitoring (SHM) systems. 
In the perspective of sustainable societal developments, the COST Action TU1402 has provided: 
   1/ the scientific evidence of a  high value of SHM and i ts boundary conditions, 
   2/ an industrial and societal impact for the infrastructure design and management, 
   3/ accessibility to the scientific field for quantifying the value of SHM. 
The evidence and impact of a targeted and optimal utilization of SHM - provided by the 
quantifi cation of i ts value - constitutes a signifi cant (a ) risk reduction by robustness, reliability 
and safety enhancement (societal  value) and (b) expected operational expenditure reduction 
(industrial value) for the infrastructure system design, operation and asset management of up 
to 90%. This high value of SHM is subjected to the relevance and optimization (before 
implementation) of SHM strategies  as part of an infrastructure system design, operation and 
management decision scenario. 

Action Chair: Prof. Sebastian Thöns (Technical University of Denmark, Denmark) 
  

Participating countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, China, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece,  Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Montenegro, Netherlands, 

North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal,  Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,Switzerland, 
Turkey, United Kingdom, USA 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Miloš Knežević (FCE UoM), MC member 

         Mladen Gogić, MSc (FCE UoM), MC member 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  

     -  participation in MC & WG meetings; 
     -  participation in the 5th workshop of the Action, 2016 – paper publication (R.Pejovic, I.Tesovic,  

         M.Cvetkovska, M.Knezevic, M.Gogic "Structural monitoring of arch dam "Piva" in Montenegro");  
     -  participation in IABSE Symposium 2019 – „Why invest in SHM of Civil Engineering  

         infrastructures?“ 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/TU1207/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/TU1402
https://www.cost-tu1402.eu/
https://www.cost-tu1402.eu/
https://www.cost-tu1402.eu/
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COST ACTION FP1402    -   Basis of structural timber design –  
   – from research to standards 
    https://www.cost.eu/ac tions/FP1402     www.costfp1402.tum.de 

Description:  In the last two decades, the basis of scientifi c knowledge in timber 

engineering has developed immensely. The documented resul ts, however, are inhomogeneous 
and fragmented and do not provide timber engineering community with the relevant 
information to prove the reliable and safe application of newly developed wood products in 
construction. The aim of the Action is  to overcome the gap between broadly available scienti fic 
resul ts and the speci fic information needed by designers , industry, authori ties and code 
committees , providing transfer for practical  application in timber design and innovation. This 
will  be achieved by the coordination, consolidation, harmonization and dissemination of recent 
efforts  in research and development that aim at enhancing existing or deriving new methods 
and design rules for timber structures. 
The results of this Action will increase the confidence of code-wri ters, authori ties , designers 
and end-users in the safe, durable and efficient use of timber in structures and consequently 
increase its acceptance and use in the design of buildings. 

Action Chair: dr Philipp Dietsch (Technical University of Munich, Munich, Germany) 
  

Participating countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Montenegro, 

Netherlands, New Zeland, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Biljana Šćepanović (FCE UoM), MC member 

             prof. dr Olga Mijušković (FCE UoM), MC member 
 

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  

     -  participation in MC & WG meetings; 
     -  participation in workshops; 

     -  participation in the Action Final Conference 
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COST ACTION FP1404    -   Fire safe use of bio-based building products 
    https://www.cost.eu/ac tions/FP1404     https://costfp1404.ethz.ch/ 

Description:  Bio-based building products have a very long history, e.g. as timber structural 
members. Combustibility was the main reason why bio-based building materials were banned from 
many applications. When performance based design (PBD) became possible many building 
regulations opened the market for bio-based building products. However, large differences between 
regulations in countries exist and the use of combustible building products is still very limited. 
Modern living offers attractive, flexible buildings and aims for cost efficient building techniques. 
Sustainability of building products became an issue. Consumers demand renewable products; 
however the Fire Safety of the end-product has to remain on a high level. Fire Safety Engineering 
(FSE) has achieved large acceptance in the recent years. FSE allows a PBD with customized building 
solutions. However, the available techniques are often limited to non-combustible materials. During 
the last decade the portfolio of building products made from bio-based raw materials has increased 
enormously. The material properties affecting a possible fire development vary which has been 
confirmed in many development projects including European researchers.  
This Action wants to create a platform for networking, exchange and collection of performance data, 
experiences, authority- and climate requirements which affect the design with respect to the Fire 
Safe Use of Bio-based Building Products. By systematically organisation knowledge in this area will 
advance at a significant higher rate. The Action will Exchange researchers, organize Workshop and 
create comprehensive dissemination material. 

Action Chair: Joachim Schmid (ETH Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland) 
  

Participating countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Montenegro, Netherlands, North 

Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Biljana Šćepanović (FCE UoM), MC member 

             prof. dr Olga Mijušković (FCE UoM), MC member 
 

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  

     -  participation in MC & WG meetings; 
     -  participation in workshops; 

     -  participation in the Action Final Conference 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/FP1402/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/FP1402/
http://www.costfp1402.tum.de/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/FP1402/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/FP1404/
https://costfp1404.ethz.ch/
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COST ACTION TU1406    -   Quality specifications for roadway bridges, 
   standardization at a European level 
    https://www.cost.eu/act ions/TU1406     https://www.tu1406.eu/ 

Description: During the implementation of asset management s trategies, maintenance 

actions  are required in order to keep assets  at a  desired performance level . In case of roadway 

bridges , speci fic performance indicators are established for thei r components. These indicators 

can be qualitative or quanti tative based, and they can be obtained during principal inspections, 

through a visual examination, a non-destructive test or a temporary or permanent monitoring 

system. Then, obtained indicators are compared with performance goals, in order to evaluate if 

the quality control  plan is accomplished. It is verified that there is  a large dispari ty in Europe 

regarding the way these indicators are quanti fied and how such goals are specified. Therefore, 

this  Action aims  to bring together, for the fi rs t time, both research and practicing community in 

order to accelerate the establishment of a European guideline in this subject. It will be also 

analysed new indicators related to sustainable and economic performance of roadway bridges. 

Action Chair: Prof Jose C Matos (University of Minho, Guimarães, Portugal) 
  

Participating countries: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 

Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, Montenegro, Netherlands, North Macedonia, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 

United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Miloš Knežević (FCE UoM), MC member 

    dr Jelena Pejović (FCE UoM), MC member 

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  participation in MC & WG meetings; 

     -  participation in 2 training schools: 
          -- Winter Training School - Zell am See, Salzburg, Austria (December 2017);  

          -- Training School - Prague, Czech Republic (September 2017);  

     -  participation in IABSE Symposium 2019 – papers publication; 
     -  realisation of 3 short term scientific missions (STSM):  

          -- „Non destructive methods for defining roadway bridge performance indicators“  
 at the University of Naples “Federico II”, Naples, Italy (April 2016);  

          -- „Innovation analysis on the performance assessment of roadway bridges: Application on the  

              existing roadway bridges and comparative analysis with practice in Montenegro“,  
 at the IFSTTAR (French Institute of Science and Technology for Transport), in EMGCU  

 Laboratory, Paris, France (January-February 2019); 
          -- „Analysis of the old Budapest’s bridges structure state“  

 at the Budapest University of Technology and Economy, Budapest (March 2019) 

Webinar, 23 Sept 2020            COST experiences of the FCE UoM, Biljana Šćepanović 

Strengthening of master curricula in water resources  management  
for the Western Balkans HEIs and stakeholders  www.swarm.ni.ac.rs 

COST ACTION CA15221  -   Advancing effective institutional models towards  
   cohesive teaching, learning, research and writing 
   development (WeReLaTe)      
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA15221     http://www.werelate.eu/ 

Description: The Action addresses the challenge of creating synergy among the increasingly more 
specialised and centralised supports for four key higher education activities - research, writing, teaching and learning 
- which frequently fail to capitalise on their shared territories and common ground. In many institutions, central 
support for these four areas continues to grow, repeatedly in a reactive rather than strategic manner, in the form of 
sometimes overlapping programmes or activities, centres, institutes and other units. This responsive growth, often 
influenced by external forces, can result in the goals, structures and services of these central supports being less than 
optimal. Equally, what contributes to success, productivity and quality of outcomes, are racross research, writing, 
teaching and learning, can remain tacit, ill defined or indeed invisible. This Action addresses the dearth of 
professional conversations and research around the shared territory of support for, and development of, these four 
areas. Such dialogue and research, across units and institutions, will illuminate intersections and contribute to 
institutional transformation based on complementary, coherent and integrated provision.   
This Action will address the identified challenge by: 
   - classifying, as ‘frontier taxonomies’, the common ground in terms of shared purposes, processes, 
knowledge, values and skills among centralized institutional supports for research, writing, teaching and 
learning in order to capitalise on their synergies; 
   -  offering the most advantageous models and practices for supporting these four areas that are mindful 
of the availability of new technologies and assessments and that prompt a reworking of current 
institutional supports which will be valuable and far-reaching. 

Action Chair: dr Alison Farrell (National University of Ireland, Maynooth, Ireland) 
  

Participating countries: Albania, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 

Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, North 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 

Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Biljana Šćepanović (FCE UoM), MC member 

             prof. dr Stevo Popović (FSPE UoM), MC member 
              dr Jovan Gardašević (FSPE UoM), MC substitute 

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  participation in MC & WG meetings; 
     -  hosting/organisation of MC & WG meeting in February 2019; 
     -  participation in Training school in Skopje, North Macedonia (March 2019);  
     -  participation in international conferences – papers publication; 
     -  realisation of 2 short term scientific missions (STSM):  
          -- „Estimation of different research expectations of first-year students from the sport science  
 programmes and their teachers from various stages of their proficiency“  
 at the University of Novi Sad, Serbia (February 2019);  
          -- „Analysis of institutional support for WRLT in the field of civil engineering at the University of  
 Granada and possibility of similar method application at the University of Montenegro“,  
 at University of Granada, Spain (April 2019); 
     -  hosting one short term scientific mission (STSM) from domain of sport sciences; 
     -  contribution to Case study publication: Biljana Šćepanović „WRLT support at the University of 
        Montenegro in comparison with the University of Granada – (civil) engineering field perspective“ 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/TU1406
https://www.tu1406.eu/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA15221/
http://www.werelate.eu/
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COST ACTION CA18109  -   Accelerating Global Science in 
   Tsunami Hazard and Risk analysis 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA18109     https://www.agithar.uni-hamburg.d e/ 

Description: Large tsunamis are low-frequency but potentially very high impact events that 
can cause extreme numbers of casualties as well as very large economic loss, recently demonstrated 
by the Sumatra-Andaman Tsunami in December 2004 and the Japan Tsunami of March 2011. In both 
cases the scale of the actual disaster surpassed by far the anticipated magnitudes. One of the reasons 
for the underestimated risk potential can be identified by a lack of rigorous, robust and standardized 
hazard and risk analysis methods and associated uncertainties. While a large number of probabilistic 
as well as deterministic methods has been proposed and used in the past, a consolidation process is 
dearly overdue and will require to bring experts from diverse areas of science involved in tsunami 
hazard and risk analysis together. This COST action will use the specific tools of COST in order to: 
  - Assess current approaches in tsunami hazard and risk analysis, and evaluate them quantitatively by 
means of common metrics and benchmarks; 
  - Determine gaps in scientific knowledge, methodological approaches and tools in order to achieve 
robust tsunami hazard and risk analysis across a variety of tsunami sources, including earthquakes, 
landslides, volcanoes, and meteorological events; 
  - Derive and agree on best practices and standards for probabilistic tsunami hazard and risk analysis, 
through discussion by a large group of practitioners; 
  - Identify issues and challenges to orient future research; 
  - Disseminate the acquired knowledge among hazard and risk practitioners and end-users. 

Action Chair: Prof Joern Behrens (University of Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany) 
  

Participating countries: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Malta, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, 

Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:        dr  Jelena Pejović (FCE UoM), MC member 
                  Mirjana Spalević (Inst of HM), MC member 

                    dr Nina Serdar (FCE UoM), MC member substitute 

                      Danijela Bubanja (Inst of HM), MC member substitute 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  participation in MC & WG meetings 
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COST ACTION CA18110  -   Underground Built Heritage as catalyser 
    for Community Valorisation 
    https://www.cost.eu/ac tions/CA18110 https://underground4value.eu / 

Description: Promoting Underground Built Heritage as a valuable resource to celebrate and 
preserve and, when sustainable, to re-use and valorise, realising its full potential to support local 

communities’ development. To achieve that overall challenge, Underground4Value’s main objectives are: 
   - Providing a balanced and sustainable methodology for supporting the conservation and re-use of 

the UBH; 

   - Realising the potential of UBH for empowering local communities; 
   - Managing and treasuring the wide-ranging participants’ competencies in order to identify key 

areas of scientific, technical, commercial, managerial, political, cultural and social nature, which are 
currently deemed problematic for a sustainable use of the UBH; 

   - Setting up and coordinating small teams of participants to perform yearly four case-study assessments; 

   - Interacting with local communities, disseminating innovative thinking and supporting them to 
explore alternative social trajectories, such as establishing Living Labs, and experimenting transition 

management tools; 
   - Improving network openness by delivering presentations at regional and local conferences; 

   - Developing new skills for planners, decision-makers, promoters, and local development facilitators. 

Action Chair: Giuseppe Pace (ISMed-CNR, Naples, Italy) 
  

Participating countries: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Malta, Moldova, 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, 
United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:        dr Slobodan Živaljević (FCE UoM), MC member 

                dr Jelena Pejović (FCE UoM), MC member substitute  

                   dr Nina Serdar (FCE UoM), MC member substitute  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  

     -  participation in MC & WG meetings 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18109/
https://www.agithar.uni-hamburg.de/
https://www.agithar.uni-hamburg.de/
https://www.agithar.uni-hamburg.de/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18110/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18110/
https://underground4value.eu/
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COST ACTION CA18120  -   Reliable roadmap for certification of 
   bonded primary structures 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA18120     https://certbond.eu/ 

Description: With the increasing pressure to meet unprecedented levels of eco-efficiency, 
aircraft industry aims for superlight structures and towards this aim, composites are replacing the 
conventional Aluminium. The same trend is being followed by civil, automotive, wind energy, naval 
and offshore industry, in which the combination (or replacement) of steel with composites can 
increase the strength-to-weight ratio. However, the joining design is not following this transition. 
Currently, composites are being assembled using fasteners. This represents a huge weight penalty for 
composites, since holes cut through the load carrying fibres and destroy the load path. Adhesive 
bonding is the most promising joining technology in terms of weight and performance. However, its 
lack of acceptance is limiting its application to secondary structures, whose failure is not detrimental 
for the structural safety. In primary (critical-load-bearing) structures, fasteners are always included 
along bondlines, as “back-up” in case the bond fails. The main reasons for this lack of acceptance are 
the limited knowledge of their key manufacturing parameters, non-destructive inspection 
techniques, damage tolerance methodology and reliable diagnosis and prognosis of their structural 
integrity. The Action aims to deliver a reliable roadmap for enabling certification of primary bonded 
composite structures. Despite the motivation being aircraft structures, which is believed to have the 
most demanding certification, it will directly involve other application fields in which similar needs 
are required. This Action will tackle the scientific challenges in the different stages of the life-cycle of 
a bonded structure through the synergy of multi-disciplinary fields and knowledge transfer. 

Action Chair: dr Sofia Teixeira de Freitas (Delft University of Technology, Delft, Netherlands) 
  

Participating countries: Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Montenegro, Netherlands, 

North Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland,Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Marina Rakočević (FCE UoM), MC member 

         Renata Milutinović (Min. of Economy), MC member 

              prof. dr Olga Mijušković (FCE UoM), MC member substitute 
             prof. dr Ljiljana Žugić (FCE UoM), MC member substitute 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  

     -  participation in Kick-off Meeting: General Meeting, WG Meetings, MC Meeting in Delft, 
         Netherlands (14-15 October 2019) 

Webinar, 23 Sept 2020            COST experiences of the FCE UoM, Biljana Šćepanović 

Strengthening of master curricula in water resources  management  
for the Western Balkans HEIs and stakeholders  www.swarm.ni.ac.rs 

COST ACTION CA18125  -   Advanced Engineering and Research of aeroGels 
   for Environment and Life Sciences 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA18125     https://cost-aerogels.eu/ 

Description: AERoGELS COST Action intends to bring together the knowledge on research 
and technology of aerogels at the European level from academia, industry and regulatory experts. 
Aerogels are a special class of mesoporous materials with very high porosity and tunable 
physicochemical properties. Although some types of aerogels have already reached the market in 
construction materials and aerospace engineering, the full potential of aerogels are still to be 
assessed for other sectors. In this Action, the use of aerogels specifically for environmental and life 
sciences applications will be explored in a multidisciplinary approach to tackle two of the current 
main European challenges: circular economy and active ageing. The scope of the Action is to advance 
the state-of-the art on the topic by joining the knowledge and efforts of the most renowned experts 
on cutting-edge aerogel technology, on advanced characterization of materials as well as on 
biomedical and environmental research. Aerogels will be assessed from a materials performance 
point of view but also regarding health and environmental implications. AERoGELS Action will set a 
forum to disseminate knowledge to society, to boost the industry-academia interactions and to train 
European young researchers on research, innovation and entrepreneurial skills via technical schools, 
publications and STSM exchanges. Finally, the interdisciplinary collaborations are expected to yield 
innovative and integrated solutions for environment and for life sciences. The long-term scope of this 
Action is to develop an aerogel technology able to improve the welfare of European people and to 
move towards cleaner and smarter production in Europe. 

Action Chair: dr Carlos A Garcia Gonzalez (University of Santiago de Compostela, Santiago de 
Compostela, Galicia, Spain) 
  

Participating countries: Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Costa Rica, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Jordan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Morroco, Netherlands, 
North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom, United States of America 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Marina Rakočević (FCE UoM), MC member 
    dr Jovana Jovanović (FoM HN), MC member 
              prof. dr Radomir Zejak (FCE UoM), MC member substitute 
              dr Irena Petrušić (FoM HN), MC member substitute 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  participation in MC & WG meetings; 
     -  participation in Intl. Conf. on Aerogels for Biomedical and Environmental Applications, 2020 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18120
https://certbond.eu/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18125/
https://cost-aerogels.eu/
https://cost-aerogels.eu/
https://cost-aerogels.eu/
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COST ACTION CA18126  -   Writing Urban Places. 
   New Narratives of the European City 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA18126     https://writingurbanplac es.eu/ 

Description: Writing Urban Places proposes an innovative investigation and implementation of 
a process for developing human understanding of communities, their society, and their situatedness, by 
narrative methods. It particularly focuses on the potential of narrative methods for urban development 
in European medium-sized cities. By recognising the value of local urban narratives - stories rich in 
information regarding citizens socio-spatial practices, perceptions and expectations - the Action aims to 
articulate a set of concrete literary devices within a host of spatial disciplines; bringing together scientific 
research in the fields of literary studies, urban planning and architecture; and positioning this knowledge 
vis-à-vis progressive redevelopment policies carried out in medium-sized cities in Europe. 
The Action defines three thematic targets it wants to explore theoretically as well as in case studies. 
1) meaningfulness: offering local communities and professionals the ability to improve their 
understanding of their built environment; 2). appropriation: empowering communities by improving 
their ability to project their feelings on their built environment. 3). integration: offering concrete 
tools and methods for the construction of common grounds among communities, based on relations 
of meaningfulness and appropriation of their built environment.   
Based on a robust investigative tradition in these fields, the COST Action brings together solid 
experience in linking the literary and the built and offers the necessary scientific background for the 
assessment of the contemporary city, while cherishing and enhancing the specificity of local urban 
cultures in the European context. 

Action Chair: dr Klaske Havik (Delft University of Technology, Delft, Netherlands) 
  

Participating countries: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Miloš Knežević (FCE UoM), MC member 
             prof. dr Tatjana Jovović (FoPhilosophy UoM), MC member 
              prof. dr Marina Rakočević (FCE UoM), MC member substitute 
              dr Jelena Pejović (FCE UoM), MC member substitute 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  participation in MC & WG meetings 
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COST ACTION CA18219  -   Research network for including geothermal technologies  
   into decarbonized heating and cooling grids 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA18219/#tabs|Name:overview 

Description: The ACTION addresses the inclusion of geothermal technologies into district 

heating and cooling systems in Europe to foster the de-carbonization of the heating & cooling 

market. With regard to technological solutions, the ACTION follows a s trong bottom – up 

approach. Shallow-, intermediate as well as deep geothermal technologies are considered in 

monovalent or multivalent grids. Geothermal may act as a  heating source, sink or s torage and 

may be combined with other renewables (e.g. solar thermal), waste heat and other 

technologies like carbon capture and utilization. The ACTION covers  networking, knowledge 

exchange & transfer, training and s takeholder interaction activi ties based on real   life case 

s tudies to investigate and promote solutions and roadmaps for raising the RES share in public 

heating and cooling grids to at least 30% in 2030 and at least 50% in 2050. 

Action Chair: Mr Gregor Goetzl (Geological Survey of Austria, Vienna, Austria) 
  

Participating countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Montenegro, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Milan Radulović (FCE UoM), MC member 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  participation in MC & WG meetings 
     -  participation in the 1st workshop (Munich, Germany, February 2020) 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18126/
https://writingurbanplaces.eu/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18219/
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COST ACTION CA19120  -   WATer isotopeS in the critical zONe: 
   from groundwater recharge to plant transpiration 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA19120/#tabs|Name:overview 

Description: Understanding water exchange within the critical zone, i.e. the dynamic skin of the 
Earth that extends from vegetation canopy to groundwater, is vital for addressing key environmental 
problems linked to the sustainable management of water resources. The main aim of WATSON is to 
collect, integrate, and synthesize current interdisciplinary scientific knowledge on the partitioning and 
mixing of water in the critical zone taking advantage of the unique tracing capability of water isotopes. 
These efforts will allow going beyond the current fragmented knowledge providing a novel conceptual 
framework on the interactions between groundwater recharge, soil water storage, and vegetation 
transpiration useful for water resources management across a variety of climatic settings. The Action 
activities are based on a network of early career and senior scientists from different complementary 
disciplines who are experts in the use of water isotopes, and stakeholders from governmental agencies 
and private companies from 19 COST countries and one Near Neighbour Country. Meetings and training 
events will involve scientists and water managers, facilitating communication between academia and 
stakeholders, promoting the transfer of the latest scientific findings, and helping to identify research gaps 
and management priorities. The ultimate goal of the network is to build capacity in the use of robust 
isotope approaches for water resource management. The deliverables include practical tools, such as 
maps of groundwater recharge and water sources used by vegetation in different European regions that 
will enable the translation of scientific cutting-edge knowledge into tangible recommendations to support 
European agencies responsible for water management in agro-forest systems. 

Action Chair: Prof Daniele Penna (University of Florence, Florence, Italy) 
  

Participating countries: Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:    prof. dr Milan Radulović (FCE UoM), MC member 
         Neda Dević (Geological Survey of MNE), MC member  
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  preparation for the 1st MC meeting (Kick-off meeting, planned for 24 September 2020) 
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COST ACTION CA19126  -   Positive Energy Districts European Network (PED-EU-NET) 
   https://www.cost.eu/act ions/CA19126/#tabs|Name:overview 

Description: Europe is set to be a global role model in energy transition. It has made 
significant progress in building level innovations and is now stepping up efforts towards ci ty-wide 
transformation with the pioneering concept of Positive Energy Districts (PEDs). The EU's Strategic 
Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan) has set out a vision to create 100 PEDs in Europe by 2025. The 
concept of PEDs is emerging and the knowledge and skills needed for the planning and designing, 
implementation and monitoring, as well as replication and mainstreaming of PEDs  are yet to be 
advanced. The challenge is cross sectors and domains, thus the solutions can only be found through 
collective innovation. This COST Action will drive the deployment of PEDs by harmonising, sharing 
and disseminating knowledge and breakthroughs on PEDs across different stakeholders, domains 
and sectors at the national and European level. It will establish a PED innovation eco-system to 
facilitate open sharing of knowledge, exchange of ideas, pooling of resources, experimentation of 
new methods and co-creation of novel solutions across Europe. Additionally, this COST Action will 
support the capacity building of new generation PED professionals, Early Career Investigators as 
well as experienced practitioners. It will mobilise the relevant actors from and across Europe to 
col lectively contribute to the long-term climate neutral goal. 

Action Chair: Dr Vicky Albert-Seifried („Fraunhofer”, Freiburg, Germany) 
  

Participating countries: Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxemburg, Malta, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway,  Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom 
  

MC memebers from Montenegro:        dr  Marija Jevrić (FCE UoM), MC member 
                 dr  Ivana Ćipranić (FCE UoM), MC member substitute 
    Nataša Kopitović Vuković, MSc, (FCE UoM), MC mem.subst. 
  

Activities of Montenegrin representatives:  
     -  participation in the 1st MC meeting (Kick-off meeting, 10-11 September 2020) 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA19120/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA19126/
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